
WIFE PLEADS ON KENNEDY'S BEHALF— Mrs. Ethel Ken- 
nedy shouts for bystanders to move back and give breathing 
space to her critically-wounded husband, Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, as he lies on the floor of a kitchen corridor in Lo.s Ange- 
les’ Ambassador Hotel early Wednesday. This picture was made 
by photographer Harry Benson of the London Daily Express, 



No Improvement Reported; 
Life Signs Said 'Still Good' 



LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy remained in 
extremely critical condition 
Wednesday, failing to show any 
improvement 12 hours after sur- 
geions removed from his brain 
all but a fragment of a bullet 
police said, was fired by a mys- 
terious yoilng gunman with a 
Jordanian heritage. 

“Sen. Kennedy’s condition is 
still described as extremely 
critical as to life,” the senator’s 
press secretary, Frank Man- 
kiewicz, told newsmen. 

“The team of physicians at- 
tending Slen. Robert Kennedy,” 
Mankieicz said in a brief state- 
ment, “is concerned over his 
continuing failure to show im- 
provement during the post-oper- 
ative period.” 

But the press aide, answering 
questions some 17 hours after 
Kennedy was cut down in a Los 
Angeles hotel, would not say 
Kennedy’s condition is deterio- 
rating. 

“We felt it would be appropri- 
ate at this point’” he said, “to 
stress that the critical condition 
related to survival during this 
period as well as to the period 
beyond.” 

Mankiewicz said although 
“there might have been some 
change,” he thought Kennedy’s 
1 life signs — pulse, breathing, 
blood pressure — were still 
good. - 

Earlier, Kennedy underwent a 
series of medical tests at Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Then, too, 
they showed no measurable im- 
provement. 

The man accused of the shoot- 
ing was captured on the spot, 



and identified hours later as Sir- 
han Bishara Sirhan, 24, a Jorda- 
nian native of Jerusalem, who 
has lived in nearby Pasadena- 
Calif., since boyhood. 

A team of brain surgeons op- 
erated for 3 hours and 40 min- 
utes, striving to save the life of 
the New York senator, brother 
of the assassinated President 
John F. Kennedy. Robert was 
gunned down at the moment of 
his greatest victory in the Cali- 
fornia primary as he cam- 
paigned for the White House. 

His wife, Ethel, kept vigil in a 
hospital room near that in 
which her wounded 42-year-old 
husband was .under intensive 
care at Good Samaritan Hospi- 
tal. 

The accused assailant was 
hospitalized, too. Police said he 
was under maximum security in 
a hospital ward at Los Angeles 
County Central Jail. 

Sirhan was treated for a brok- 
en index finger and a sprained 
left ankle, suffered in the shoot- 
ing melee at the Ambassador 
Hotel early Wednesday. 

Police officials displaying the 
weapon at a news conference 
identified it as an Iver Johnson 
Cadet, Model 55SA. 

Papers on Sirhan’s person in- 
dicated “this was a planned as- 
sassination,” Los Angeles May- 
or Sam Yorty said. 

Yorty said a notebook appar- 
ently belonging to the accused 
man mentions “the necessity to 
ass.assinate Sen. Kennedy be- 
fore June 5, 1968.” 

The date corresponds to the 
anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Arab-Israeli war a year ago. 

Yorty, in a copyrighted inter-; 
view with Radio News Interna- 
tional, said the notebook was re- 
covered from SSrhan’s rooms 
with his family’s permission. 

“The notebook appeared to 
have been by Sirhan Sirhan,” 
the mayor said. 

“There’s much scribbling- re- 
peated phrases, many refer- 
ences to Sen. Robert Kennedy,^ 
even some references to (retir- 
ing UN Ambassador) Arthur 
,G o 1 d b e r g,” Yorty said." 
“They’re not very clear, but 
there’s a direct reference to the 
necessity to assassinate Sen.. 
Kennedy before June 5, 1968. 

“I don’t know why. He does a 
lot of writing, pro-Communist 
and anticapitali.st, anti- United 
States. Evidently he was quite- 
pro-Arab in the Arab-Israel 
(Turn To Page Five) 



(From Page One) 

matter. He has ‘Long live Nas- : 
ser’ written in there ...” 

. Immigration records in ' Wash- . 
ington showed Sirhan was born 
March 19, 1944, in Jordan, and 
was admitted to the United 
States as a permanent resident 
Jan. 12. 1957. 

In New York, the secretary 1 
general of the Action Committee 1 
on American-Arab Relations 
said the accused assailant “may 
have been inflamed” by a state- 
ment Kennedy made in a tele-' 
vised campaign debate Satur- ; 
day night, advocating support of : 
Israel in the Middle East crisis, j 
Kennedy said during that ap - 1 
pearance, in which he faced ri- ‘ 
val candidate Eugene J Mc- 
Carthy. that the United States 
should supply jets to Israel. 

“It is this disrespect for the 
human ,Arab person which 
brings about this kind of vio- 
lence,” Dr. Mohammad T. Meh- 
di said in New York. 

Mehdi said Sirhan had been a 
student at Pasadena College 
and was active in the Organiza- 
tion of Arab Students. 

McCarthy, too, had said in the 
televised joint appearance that 
the United States has a commit- 
ment to support Israel. 

. Att y- Gen. Ramsey Clark said 
ln Washington at mid-morning 
that he had no evidence of a 
conspiracy in the Kennedy 
shooting. j 

John Shear, a trainer at Los 
Angeles area race tracks, said 
Sirhan worked for him as a 
groom four years ago, and be- 
came inflamed whenever trou- 
ble broke out between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Shear made the statement in 
a report to the Thoroughbred 
Racing Protective Association 
at Hollywood Park. “When trou- ; 
ble broke out between Jordan 
and Israel, Sirhan would be- : ' 
come inflamed,” he said. “He • ' 
was very pro-Jordan and anti- 
Israel.” 

Marcus McBroom, who wit- 
nessed the shooting, reported 
that the gunman cried: 

“I did it for my country. I 
love my country.” 

The shots fired into Kennedy’s 
head signaled a halt to the pres- 
idntial campaign. The extent of 
the moratorium was pronounced 
by Blair Clark, campaign man- 
ager of Sen. Eugene J. Mc- 
Carthy, who said he had wired | 
bis headquarters: “Close | 



up.” 

President Johnson kept in 
touch with Kennedy’s situation, 
and talked directly with his 
brother, Sen. Edward M. Kenne- ! 
dy, D-Mass. 

At his medical briefing, Man- j 
kiewicz said there were no plans 
for further surgery “at this ; 
time.” 

He said two bullets, one frag- ' 
mented, lodged in Kennedy’s ! 
head. One was relatively intact 
and was not causing major con- 
cern at this point, he said. 

Mankiewicz said Kennedy re- 
mained unconscious. 

Mankiewicz said he was not ! 
medically qualified to express 
optimism or pessimism about 
Kennedy’s prospects for recov- : 
ery. j 

He said the dangers to Kenne- ! 
dy involve damage from the 
bullets themselves and from 
bone fragments dislodged by the 
bullets. | 

Mankiewicz also said there is 
secondary danger from loss of 
blood which could impair the 
blood supply to the brain if se- ! 
vere enough. 

The press secretary spoke 
only of two bullets. 

This left unclear the report of 
a third wound, said by doctors 
to have been suffered when 
Kennedy’s forehead was grazed 
by a slug. 

Police inspector Peter Hagen 
said the gun used in the shoot- 
ing was an eight-s4ot, .22 cali- 
ber Iver Johnson revolver 
The gun. seized by Kennedy 
bodyguards, was the link police 
used to determine the identity of 
the alleged assailant. 

Los Angeles Mayor Samuel 
Yorty said Sirhan was identified 
nine hours after the shooting by 
Sirhan’s brother, Munier “Joe” 
Sirhan, with whom he lived in 
Pasadena, Calif, Yorty said Los 
Angeles police traced the Sir- 
hans and another brother, Adel 
Sirhan- through the gun the as- 
sailant used. 

Frank Mankiewicz, press sec- 
retary to Kennedy, said the sen- 
ator faces a period of crisis dur- 
ing the next 24 to 38 hours. 

Kennedy bodyguards, led by 
two burly Negro athletes, 
grabbed the gunman, wrestled a 
.22 caliber pistol from Sirhan in 
a kitchen corridor of the Am- 
bassador Hotel. 

Yorty said four $100 bills were 
found on Sirhan, “with which he 
was planning on leaving if he 
j could get away.” He said Sirhan 
I also carried a Pasadena news- ■ 
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| ward Kennedy. 

Slender and dark-haired the 
young man accused of shooting 

h £! 0Uld , te11 poIice noth® 
mg about himself or his deed. 

Prior to his identification he 
was secretly arraigned as John 

wilh’ ;°f S t- 1X i coun ^ °I assault 
with intent to commit murder 
and was held in. $25,000 bail ’ 
Five others also had been 
wounded in the fusillade. j 
The shooting shortly after 

g»V ™ T ’ turned from 
triumph to terror the scene at 

Bornm J® u 0teI on w >!shire 
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lust thanked his cheering sup- 1 



porters for their part in the big- 
gest victory of his White House 
campaign., his capture of the 
California presidential primary 
„ ln that speech, Kennedy 
called upon those who favor his 
nomination to help him over- 
come “divisions, violence dis- 
enchantment” in America 
Then he turned, taking a short : 
cut through a kitchen passage- ! 
way to go to a news conference ' 
| ~ ar >d met the violence he had 
i condemned. 

The assailant, apparently' 
standing on a box or a can for ! 
better vantage, swiftly pumped i 
j a s hots of his revolver 

1 Those who were in the corri - 1 
dor had differing accounts of 
the gunman’s words. 

Some said he cried as he shot- ' 

plain”" 6Xplain - Let me ex- 

Others told of hearing him 
shout: “I did it for mycoum 

Kennedy was hit three times. 

'derUd^f 1 ’ in the shouI - 
der and the forehead. 

hiso WaS S® Slug that hit "ear 

nedy’fblta lnt ° Ken ' 




